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‘‘The volunteers can bring the compassion

element that police officers cannot offer be-
cause their (the police) job is to solve the
crime by asking a lot of questions that may
make family members uncomfortable and,
many times, the clues to solving a crime
may lead us back to the family,’’ Rice said.

Barfield, a former City of Detroit account-
ing department employee, said she was al-
ways troubled by reports of the growing
number of Detroit youth who were shot and,
often, fatally wounded by handguns.

The 1986 death of her son, Derick, 16, and
that of many other Detroit youth moved
Barfield to create the organization which has
been featured in newspapers and magazines
across the country, including Essence, Ebony
and People magazines.

HUNDREDS HELPED

In the last 14 years, the group has helped
hundreds of families through the grieving
process with counseling and support groups
that meet weekly.

There also is a 24-hour crisis hotline in
which volunteers provide immediate re-
sponse to families in need.

Since 1988, the group has held an annual
public memorial service that is open to any-
one wanting to light a candle in memory of
someone killed. This year’s service will be
held from 4–6 p.m. March 17 at the Cobo Cen-
ter.

The group also hosts an annual apprecia-
tion breakfast, usually during National
Crime Victim Rights week, the last week in
April, to give accolades and the Angel of
Mercy Award to emergency room medical
staff, homicide investigators, funeral direc-
tors and morgue personnel.

f

NOMINATION OF GALE NORTON

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I rise in
support of the nomination of Gale Nor-
ton as this country’s next Interior Sec-
retary.

While I have some disagreements
with some of Ms. Norton’s positions, I
believe that she represented herself
well in the nomination hearings that
we held in the Energy Committee.

I indicated during those hearings
that if I felt she were another James
Watt I could never vote for her ‘‘in a
million years.’’ I say that because, two
decades ago, James Watt came to town
as a newly appointed Interior Sec-
retary and very quickly began to take
both positions and actions that were,
in my opinion, destructive to the inter-
ests that I value with respect to the
stewardship of public lands in our
country. Because Gale Norton was a
protege of James Watt, and because she
has spoken and written extensively on
a range of issues, we questioned her
very closely during her confirmation
hearing on a wide range of important
issues that will confront the new Sec-
retary of the Interior.

Her responses to some tough inquir-
ies during the hearings demonstrated
to me that she is qualified to be Inte-
rior Secretary and that the views she
holds, while in some cases controver-
sial, are well within the norm of the
political discussions we’re having in
Washington about a wide range of
these issues.

I want Gale Norton to do an excellent
job as Interior Secretary and pledge
my cooperation to help make that hap-

pen. At the same time, I want her to
know that those of us on the Energy
Committee take very seriously the rep-
resentations she made during the con-
firmation hearings on a wide range of
matters. She will find those of us on
the Committee who have now voted for
her confirmation to be helpful in her
job of meeting the stewardship respon-
sibilities of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior. But she should understand that
she will find us to be severe critics if
the representations she made to us dur-
ing the Committee hearings turn out
to be not in keeping with the way she
conducts herself as Interior Secretary.

I will be particularly interested in
working with Ms. Norton on several
issues important to North Dakota and
the Nation. For example, I will work to
ensure that Ms. Norton provides pro-
tection for our National Parks, public
lands and environmentally-sensitive
areas.

Native Americans are particularly
important to me. During the hearing,
Ms. Norton said she respects tribal sov-
ereignty. She should adopt a coopera-
tive approach to include the relevant
tribal stakeholders in policy and regu-
latory decision making. She also com-
mitted to work with us to make
progress in meeting the critical fund-
ing needs for tribal schools and col-
leges.

I will count on Ms. Norton to adopt a
sound scientific basis for her policy de-
cisions on actions pertaining to endan-
gered species, the global climate, en-
ergy issues and more.

Again, I wish her well and pledge my
cooperation as she begins her duties
following her confirmation today. She
clearly has the skill and capability to
do well as Interior Secretary if she pur-
sues a balanced set of policies that con-
form to the positions she took when
she appeared before our Committee.

f

TRIBUTE TO TERRY BRAGG

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize a brave and hard-
working Ohioan by the name of Terry
Bragg. Terry has been a life-long resi-
dent of McConnelsville, where he has
spent the last 39 years as a member of
the Malta-McConnelsville Fire Depart-
ment. During nearly 40 years of tireless
dedication to his community, Terry
has served as a firefighter, Assistant
Fire Chief, and for the last 32 years, as
the department’s Fire Chief.

I recognize Terry today for his com-
mitment to protecting his community
from devastating fires. People like
Terry Bragg, who risk their lives daily
on our behalf, command great respect
and deserve our deep and sincere
thanks.

I cannot overstate just how impor-
tant Terry’s job of fire fighting and
prevention education is to our families
and communities. Overall, fire is re-
sponsible for killing more Americans
than all natural disasters combined.
Every 18 seconds, a fire department re-
sponds to a fire somewhere in the

United States. In 1998, there were 4,035
civilian fire deaths—that’s one death
every 130 minutes. And sadly, many of
those who die each year in fires are
children.

To help support Terry and every fire-
fighter in Ohio and across America as
they work to protect our families and
children, I sponsored the Firefighter
Investment Act, which provides a vital
federal investment to the courageous
men and women who make up our local
fire departments. I am please do report
that we successfully included my bill
as a provision in the recently-passed
Fiscal Year 2001 Department of Defense
Appropriations bill. The funding that
will be made available as a result will
help local fire departments and fire-
fighters, just like Terry Bragg and the
Malta-McConnelsville Fire Depart-
ment, to continue carrying out their
life-saving missions.

Over the years, Terry Bragg has re-
ceived many, many awards and special
recognitions. He has received three
medals for bravery, and in 1997, the
Ohio Department of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars named him ‘‘Ohio Fire-
fighter of the Year.’’ He received the
Bob and Delores Hope ‘‘Good Samari-
tan Award,’’ the ‘‘M&M Firefighter of
the Year Award,’’ and the Ohio Ma-
sonic Grand Master’s ‘‘Community
Service Award.’’

Not only is Terry a dedicated Fire
Chief, he is a strong community leader;
volunteer; businessman; and loving
husband, father, and grandfather. In-
deed, Terry Bragg is a role model for
whom we all can be proud.

I thank him for his past, present, and
future service to his community, to
Ohio, and to our nation.

f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO THE LAW ENFORCE-
MENT AGENCIES AND COMMU-
NITIES INVOLVED IN THE AP-
PREHENSION OF THE TEXAS
SEVEN

∑ Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, today I
want to take a few minutes to recog-
nize the efforts of everyone involved in
the capture of the Texas fugitives that
ended one of the largest manhunts this
national has ever seen. As you know,
the last two of the seven Texas inmates
that escaped from a maximum security
prison in Kenedy, Texas on December
13th surrendered on January 24th in
Colorado Springs, Colorado. This can
be attributed to the exemplary work
done by the local and federal law en-
forcement agencies involved as well as
the communities of Woodland Park and
Colorado Springs. This was a coopera-
tive effort that saw the pooling of all
the resources available and resulted in
a peaceful conclusion.

There cannot be enough said about
the work that was done by the law en-
forcement agencies involved. The Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, The Colo-
rado Springs office of the Bureau of Al-
cohol and Firearms, the U.S. Marshals
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office, the Texas authorities, the Teller
County Sheriffs office, the El Paso
County Sheriffs office, the Colorado
Springs Police Department, the Wood-
land Park Police Department and the
Colorado State Patrol did a tremen-
dous job of working together to appre-
hend the seven fugitives.

The effort and support of the resi-
dents of Woodland Park and Colorado
Springs can’t be overlooked. We need
to commend people like Wade Holder
and Eric Singer. Mr. Holder resides in
Woodland Park and is the owner of the
RV park where the fugitives were hid-
ing out. He called in a tip to the local
authorities after seeing pictures of the
fugitives on the America’s Most Want-
ed Web Site. KKTV’s Colorado Springs
news anchor Eric Singer helped nego-
tiators by conducting a telephone
interview with the last two fugitives in
order to assure a peaceful surrender.
These are just a couple of examples of
how the two communities contributed
to the successful manhunt.

In all of this we should not forget
that two law enforcement agents lost
their lives in this investigation. Irving,
Texas Officer Aubrey Hawkins and Col-
orado State Trooper Jason Manspeaker
both died in the line of duty. Officer
Hawkins was brutally shot 11 times and
killed by one of the fugitives while re-
sponding to a robbery of a sporting
goods store in Irving Texas on Decem-
ber 24th. Colorado State Trooper Jason
Manspeaker was killed when he
crashed his Jeep Cherokee Squad car
into a heavy equipment trailer on U.S.
Highway 6 in Colorado. The crash oc-
curred while chasing a vehicle sus-
pected of harboring the last two fugi-
tives on January 23rd. Both Officer
Hawkins and State Trooper
Manspeaker paid the ultimate price for
our freedom. My wife Joan and I offer
all our compassion, our sympathy and
our prayers to the families of both vic-
tims.∑

f

LORETTA SYMMS
∑ Mr. REID. Mr. President, I come to
the Senate floor today to express my
regret that Loretta Symms will soon
retire as Deputy Sergeant at Arms. I
would also like to congratulate her on
a long and distinguished career.

During her 22 years of service on Cap-
itol Hill, Loretta gained the respect of
Senators and Congressman from both
sides of the aisle. Her creativity and
dedication to improving the inner-
workings of the Senate have made her
an invaluable asset to the institution
and she will be dearly missed by all.

Loretta started her career on Capitol
Hill in 1978 working for then-Congress-
man Steve Symms as executive assist-
ant and office manager. In 1981, after
Congressman Symms was elected to
the Senate, Loretta became his execu-
tive secretary and office manager. In
1987, Senator Dole appointed Loretta as
the Republican representative to the
Sergeant at Arms.

As Director of the Capitol Facilities
Department, she reinvented the Facili-

ties Department providing career lad-
ders, formal position descriptions, in-
stituted reading programs, basic com-
puter classes for employees, and train-
ing programs. Working closely with the
Secretary of the Senate’s office, Loret-
ta has been actively involved in the
oversight and management of the Sen-
ate Page Program. For example, Loret-
ta participated in the renovation and
opening of Webster Hall, the Senate
Page dormitory, and the Senate Page
School.

During her tenure as Deputy Ser-
geant at Arms, Loretta worked closely
with the Assistant Secretary of the
Senate to create the Joint Office of
Education and Training which provides
a wide variety of professional seminars
and training for the staff of Senate Of-
fices and Committees. As every Sen-
ator can attest, this office has become
an invaluable resource. In 1996, Senator
LOTT named Loretta Deputy Sergeant
at Arms, the post in which she still
serves. As Deputy, Loretta has man-
aged the day to day operations of more
than 770 employees.

Loretta is married to former Senator
Steve Symms. They have 7 children
and 10 grandchildren. Her retirement
will allow her to fulfill her dreams of
traveling and spending more time with
her grandchildren. Loretta’s impact on
the institution of the Senate is greatly
appreciated and will be remembered for
a long time to come. But most impa-
tiently to this Senator is the many
acts of kindness in the most profes-
sional manner that Loretta was ex-
tended to me. For her many acts I will
always be grateful.∑

f

TRIBUTE TO BEN AUGELLO

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to honor Ben
Augello of Weare, New Hampshire, an
elementary school principal whose de-
votion to education serves as an inspi-
ration for his colleagues and students
alike. Recently named Elementary
Principal of the Year by the New
Hampshire Association of School Prin-
cipals, Ben is known for his incom-
parable listening skills.

Ben’s lifelong dream since childhood
to become a teacher began in New York
where he taught science to middle
school students. He had a special talent
for making every student feel valued
and special.

Ben has been the principal of the
Center Woods Elementary School in
Weare, New Hampshire, since 1991. He
oversaw the construction of the school
and has also spearheaded development
of the school’s inclusionary model. Mr.
Augello is an enthusiastic adminis-
trator who exudes a warmth and open-
ness that permeates the school.

Married for thirty-seven years, Ben
and his wife Bunny have two children:
Christine, a resident of Nashua, and
Peter, who resides in Florida. Ben’s
hobbies include cooking and traveling
throughout the United States and Eu-
rope.

Ben Augello is a tribute to his com-
munity and profession. It is an honor
and a privilege to represent him in the
United States Senate.∑

f

TRIBUTE TO DEBBIE JANS

∑ Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, when I
first came back to Washington, DC as a
Senator-elect in December of 1996 for
freshman orientation, one of the first
people I met was a young lady who I
was told I had to get to know if I was
to be able to successfully get around
the august halls of the Senate. She was
then the Director of the Congressional
Special Services Office that provided
assistance to Capitol visitors and staff
with disabilities. What I did not know
at the time, but soon learned, was that
she had been working for years to help
move both Houses of Congress toward
compliance with the landmark Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act. What I also
didn’t know at first, but learned al-
most immediately was that this young
lady, Deborah Kerrigan Jans—known
to all as Debbie—once worked for that
great Senator Hubert Humphrey and
that in addition to Minnesota ties she
shared with Senator Humphrey a great
fondness for the spoken word! In spite
of that, or perhaps because of it, I soon
found that Debbie had made herself in-
dispensable to the conduct of my ac-
tivities as a United States Senator and
I quickly signed her on to my staff to
coordinate my scheduling and advance
work in the Senate. Part of her role
was described very well in an August
1999 article in Esquire magazine:

He (Cleland) has one staffer, Deborah Jans,
who advances his schedule to make sure he
can get there. She is a dervish, racing in and
out of men’s rooms to make sure the doors
on the stalls open out and not in, looking ev-
erywhere for ramps and elevators, measuring
doorways for the chair. . . . So she goes, and
she measures, and she checks—a whirlwind
advancing a kind of rolling thunder.

Today, Debbie is retiring after 25
years of service to the Senate and to
Congress. Prior to her excellent work
for me, Debbie served as Director of the
Congressional Special Services Office,
Manager of the Senate Special Services
Office, and Tour Guide with the U.S.
Capitol Guide Service. These positions
allowed her to share her love of the
Capitol with visitors, providing a polit-
ical, historical and architectural ori-
entation to our magnificent institu-
tion. As I previously mentioned, in the
latter part of this service, her role was
extended to providing support and serv-
ices to Capitol visitors and staff with
disabilities. The innovative programs
that she managed included special
tours for individuals with disabilities,
sign language interpreting, wheelchair
loans, development of Braille mate-
rials, as well as classes and seminars
for Congressional staff on disability
issues.

Debbie and her husband Ron, who is a
wonderful fellow himself and has had
the opportunity to develop tremendous
listening skills during his years with
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